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[NCREMENTAL URBANISH

AS A WAY TO DEAL WITH VIOLENCE This group of architects from Mexico is

IN 2 MEGALOPOLIS. dealing with two of the most pressing
issues of teoday: on the cne hand they

THE WORE OF TATIANA BILBAO, are dealing with violence and insecurity

ROZANA MONTIEL, DEREK DELLEKAME,
AND ALEJANDRCO HERNANDEZ
IN MEXICO,

assoclated with poverty, inegualities,
corruption, and the drug cartels; on

the other they are trying to operate in

the crowded front of a megalopolis—that

is, a city with more than twenty million
inhabitants, which will become all too
comman throughout the world in the years to
come,

Their intervention can be seen in

the intersection between violence and
overcrowding, in an empty site that is
neither private (subject to immediate
development) nor has yet been accorded the
status of a public park. This uncertain
territory may be very familiar to most of
the cities in underdeveloped countries: a
lefrover or remainder that has not yet been
swallowed up by the city, a ne man’'s land
that is a dangerous, disputed territory but
that at the same time has the capacity (or
potential) te bring together the people of
the community. They propose a strategy to
procure this piece of land and claim it as
a public good for the city. To do so, they
propose to start with the most obvious
operaticn, which is consequently alsoe the
easiest to implement: to take advantage of
its emptiness and use it as a connection
(shortcut} within a densely occcupied urban
footprint, If the void can be fransformed
from a site of fear and danger into a safe
place through use, then other services and
urban amenities may be added over time.

We might think of this strategy as
incremental urbanism.






atiana Bilbac Estudio: Tatiama Bilbao; Rozana Montiel Estudic de Argquitectura: Rozana
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CONFRONTING

THE POWER OF
avowng Jep

t.\l‘l\' a testimony of people that actually walk their talk.
pebwen vich The brief asks for people
* to walk their talk...

by

T says heve
that theve 15«

ond foor. -
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THE BATTLE Comveun
Situation

once William Mowie said: “the mosk gnnding poverly s atifing evil
g conpared with the inequality of cliss es” And in a lecore from 1984
F/ fitled How We Live and How We Might Live, he pointed oot thatin
spite oftUe teniple sound” thewevd revaluhion has in wmost peoples
ears,bemd und erstood a3 “the change of the basis of sociely” itwas
skl somelhing o lock for.
Aot forty years later, Le Covbvsier fnouaht that we casld aved
reveluiion by wiegns of ardmitecture .
From 1310 te 1921, Mexico had its own Revelubion - a secial and
pelitical movement which alse nad avchitecural consegquences. |n
Wis pavicipakors in the 1923 leclures of the Mexican Architedts
Associdhon, dchitectduan Legarreld, then 31 years old, lacorveally
said:

“A people lving it hots and reund shacks cannck speak [of]
architectore. We wil] maite houses for the people. Esthetes and
Metoncans - wiay they all drop deadl- can then have ther
disevssiongl '

Forlegarreta as for Morns, inconlrast ks Le Covbuseey, archilecture
was nef 4 way of aveiding vevolulion byt a part of it .

More than |20 years after Marris’ remarks on inequalily, poverhy
and revolvkpn, wheve and what does architechvre stards for?

How cdh we break the chain that gogs

from poverty to inequality, g /
& s . 1 thatn

from inequality to violence, s S frontier® pan®®

from violence to impunity ? Expanding frontiers

GO implies giving the same
te Mexico and Venice.

Montial;

Dellekamp Arquitectos: Derek Dellekamp:; Alejandro Hernadndez | Credit Lists p. 402
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Exhibition | Arsenale

THE FRONTS

MICRO-BATTLES

N Y
owe will kﬁniﬁﬂ-'&

BUILD ovur talkl % Commpeuni by

HE FRON

Installation

A group of people amves more or 235 sggrnized 1o 4 sile, probakly on
{he border {a big cily. Some Bfthem alveady know edch ohey; cthews
do nst. They satle i a place wheve there © almest nothing, Theve are
n0 deeds they tannchask for any kind o4 credil, they really do net care
if fhe ste has ah owner. They build thew projects as They <an.

Semeone will piobably chrge a fes to *help thew!” et electisiby, waker,
awage. They negotiale ko becoanie park of a systew that has alveady
te$h tham ook, They will keep an pulding by therselves, ue wilh the g
ot seaal organizabions. S, anerorialer, public inshifubions will anwve to
[mish the work

W ayb e sumeday an drekibect vl dlso showup. Whhey dre ucky thely
proyects mahk improve; dnd pedhags the sheects and squaves if they
have any. '

rfﬁjﬂ‘t How Ldn @espie wng ke ot making thev ewn proects
built in JF%'? [ef] Inchochore? ind Bovcan we come uituﬁssﬁ,’mh pur
Venice discussjons yet with ovt e edthehe or thelorcd overchanel

"5 What Test”;
So whall?

We will build a iwefeld operation:

1/ Building and adding to operations
already occuring @ a Mexican fronthne.

2/ Lething you knew, in Venice, that the
\s frontlineis not [always] where you [alveady) are.

{8 BvbbET)

fe o
Yes, we

The Biennale should create Sir

ARCHITECTURAL ADDED VALUE
fov all involved. But there a.l:f.‘l[

WeLy S qrnt)nd 3

Transcription p. 452
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